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THE CRISIS 



EMANCIPATION IN AMERICA. 






A T the moment that the fall of Richmond and the The cn«\^ 
-^ surrender of Lee had apparently sealed the final ^''^''''"'" 
doom of slavery in the United States, the assassina- 
tion of President Lincoln has stmck down the leader, 
on whose guidance the success of the great revolution 
in the negro's condition seemed so much to depend. 
While the cry of indignant grief is rising from all f^'™' '' 
hearts in England at the loss inflicted upon America 
and the world by this cowardly deed, it may be well 
to consider whether our country has not a duty to 
discharge at this juncture to the nation of whom 
Mr. Lincoln was the chosen chief, and to the race of 
whose exodus out of bondage he was taking the 
lead. 

For not only was Britain herself once guilty of the 
crime of slavery, but it was she who introduced it into 
America against the wishes of her colonies, and left 
it as an heirloom to them when they ceased to form 
a portion of her Empire. 



Tlie slaves, too, of tho United States still wear the 
fetters riveted by England on their fathers' hmhs. 
By far the greater part of them are direct descendants 
of British slaves. It was during British rule, iu 
British slave-ships, and under British law, that 
three-fourths of all the negroes ever imported into 
the United States were stolen and enslaved. If, then, 
onr country once shared so largely in the crime of 
their enslavement, surely she ought now to care about 
their freedom ! 



1. lublB 

fllaTQB legal 

8. In his 
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Emancipation involves two things : — 

First, a revolution in the tone of feeling both of 
the white people and of government as regajds the 
negi'o, ending in his being declaimed free hy law. 

Secondly, a revolution iu the negro's own condi- 
tion — an actual transition from a state of forced 
labour to one of habitual free industry. 

How far have these two revolutions already been 
accomplished ? 

That great changes have been wrought iu the 
legal and social status of the slave, since Mr. LiDC(^ 
j.ast about thi'ee yeai's ago, talked of the deportmtien 
of the ncffroes to some unknown land, no one will 
deny. Without tracing the several ateps which have 
led to them, look at the results of the changes 
wrought during these three years in these j»ar- 
ticulars. 

Each State has, by the constitution, a right by its 
own vote to put down slavery, and emancipate ite 
slaves. Of the slave-states which have remained in 
or been restored to the Union and reorganiaed, the 




following have already "voted for immediate and un- 
conditional emancipation : — 





N 


0. of Slaieg m ISBD. 


Maryland . . 


. (Jan., 186S) 


87,189 


West Virginia 


. {March, 1866) 


12,761 


Missouri . . 


. (Jan., 186,5) 


114,981 


Arkansas . . 


(March, 1864) 


111,115 


Louisiana . 


(Spring of 1864) 


881,726 


Tennessee . . 


. (Jan., 1865) 


275,719 



933,441 



So that by the constitntional State action {rf -these sh states 
six States, 933,441 slaves, or such of them as now^;^ 
survive, Eire already free in point of law ; although, ^"p"^ 
inasmuch as Federal authority has not yet been fully emancipa- 
restored over portions of the States of Arkansas and ^""^ 
Louisiana, by no means all their slaves are free in 
point of fact. 

New Jersey, with 18 slaves in 1860, still pursues 
her policy of gradual emancipation. 

Delaware, with 1798 slaves in 1860, and Kentu/^y, 
with 235,483 slaves in 1860, alone of all the slave- 
states under Federal authority still cling to slavery. 
But being now surrounded on all sides by free-states, 
their able-bodied men are leaving them so fast, that 
finding that they cannot stem the tide, even these otiiani 
two States are beginning to discuss the policy of ac- ^^i^° 
cepting compensation for their slaves, while yet they 
have any. 

Thus, the constitutional emancipation of the 
227,281 negroes of these two undecided States is 
at least projected, if not yet secured. 
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It may be said, therefore, that, speaking roughly, 
all the slaves north-west of the great Alleghany range 
are either already free, or in course of being iireed ui 
point of law ; and these slaves numbered considerably 
more than a million in 1860. 

Finally, by virtue of Mr. Lincoln's proclamation 
of Januars^, 1863, ah. those slaves which come within, 
the lines of Northern armies are free by law. Several 
hundreds of thousands, probably half a million or 
more, have already in this way heen freed. And the 
remainder, from two to two-and-a-half millions 
remain still in bondage, to be freed whenever Northern 
arms prevail. In the eye of Federal Imv, they are 
free-men ah-eady. 

To crown the legal work of freedom, the constitu- 
tional amendment, prohibiting slavery throughout 
the whole United States, has already passed the re- 
quisite majority in each house of Congress. The 
ratification by three-fourths of the individual States 
is yet required to make it law. But should it thus 
be ratified (and sooner or later it surely will) by 
three-fourths of all the States, including those not 
yet reconquered, then not only wUl aU the slaves 
of the United States be constitutionally free, but no 
separate State will have the power at any future time 
to re-establish slavery. 

Add to this, that slaveiy has been for ever pro- 
hibited in all the territories, — that Kansas and 
Nevada have been admitted as Free States, — ^that 
Colorada and Nebraska have been provisionally orga- 
nized as Free States, — that the fugitive slave-law 
has been abolishedj^and it will be hard to deniy that 
the crisis of emancipation has come, so far at least as 
regards the legal aspects of the question. 
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^^^^ This change in the legal status of the negro has 
Biatnflof been accompanied also by a change in hia Bocial 
" °''^"' status. To say that the prejudice against colour has 
disappeared, would be false — to say that it is giving 
way, would be to assert what every maU brings 
something to confirm. The enlistment of negro 
soldiers ; the admission of black lawyers to the 
bar, and of a black minister to preach in the hall 
of the House of Eepreaentatives ; the admission of 
persons of colour into raUway care ; the recognition 
of the black RepubUca of Hayti and Liberia ; the 
new treaty with Great Britain for the more eflectnal 
suppression of the Slave-trade ; such meeaageB as 
that of the Governor of Massachusetts to the 
Legislature at Boston, January 6, 1865, iu which he 
said, " Let the colour of African, extraction so long the 
badge of slavery cease to be the lodge of exclusion from 
any of the privileges of citizenship ;" — these all are 
indications of the great change which has been 
wrought by the experience of these years of trial in 
the tone and feelings of the North in relation to the 
negro. 



, " I came to this city," writes Mr. M'Kim from Washington, in 
last October, " twentj-sevctt years ago, and fonnd the reign of 
slayery absolute. It was supreme and almost undisputed in the 
is White House, in the Senate, in the House of RepresentatiTss, in 
' the Supreme Court, in hotels, boarding-houses, private Lousee, 
everywhere. The home slave-trade was at its acme. The slave- 
dealers advertised their human wares in the chief organs of the 
Goveniment. Slavery covered the whole land, so far as it soold 
be seen from this point of view, as vrith a pall. Abohtionism wa* 
' a grain of mustard- seed ;' it was not even a cloud ' as big as ' a 
man's hand.' 

" Now, what do I see to-day 1 Frbbdom, Prerdom, Freedom 
everywhere 1 In the presidential mansion, in both housea of 



Congreea, in the Supreme Court (for the anthor of the Dreil Scott 
decision is dead, and tho court is anti-skrery), in the hotels, in 
the public parka, on tlie streets, CTcrywhere is freedom. I tdl yon, 
my friend, slavery has received its deatli-woand. The thief business 
of Aholitionists now is with its victims." 

"The chief busmess of abolitioniste bow is withT 
the mctims " of slavery — with that practical revolution tt 
in the actual habita and condition of the freed negro, ^ 
which remains to he considered. f 



We shall greatly err if we regard the freeing of 
these slaves as though it were an easy thing^as 
though a State Convention, hy a vote, or an army by 
a victory, could in a moment translate the negro 
from a state of forced labour to a condition of volun- 
tary industry. " Sir," wrote the Joint Committee of 
the Freedmen's Aid Societies to Lincoln, "nothing can 
prevent the exodus of four million slaves from bein^ through 
a wildemess." The process needs must be a slow one. 
Few, comparatively, have as yet passed really throngfa 
it. No one dreams that many have yet reached the 
promised land. But the crisis 1ms arrived, and hundreds 
of thousanda, if not miUiona, are now passing 
through it. Let us try to gather a few facts together 
which may enable us to realize in some small measure 
what the nature of this *' middle passage" out of 
slavery may be. 

In the first periods of the war, freedom was only The ftetd- 
to be secured by what was literally an " exodus" "^^"f 
into Northern cities. During the repeated raids of ^^ '*'"*''■ 
the Confederate troops into Missouri in 1861 and 
18G2, multitudes of slaves fled to St. Louis, Cairo,' 
and other neighbouring cities. 
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In the same way Philadelphia and Washington 
became filled with fagitives from the seat of war in 
Virginia. 

For many months, the tens of thousands of fugi- 
tive slaves were nobly assisted by the free black 
population of the cities into which they fled. 

In 1860, there were about 488,000 fi-ee blacks 
scattered over the Union. These free negroes, cut 
off from many sources of rehef open to indigent 
whites, had for long been thrown upon their own 



" Scarcely any beggars arcfonnd among tliem. Like the Quakers 
they maintain their own poor. When a case occurs in which a 
family is imable to meet the expenses of sickness, or perhaps the 
cost of a fmieral, it is among themselves alone that a snbscriptioti 
paper, asually called a ' pony purse,' passes in aid of the siiffcrera." 
— Freedman' s Inquiry Commission. Heport, 1864, p. 100. 

This charity on the part of the fiee blacks, which 
had been freely extended to fugitive slaves before the 
war had commenced, was continued even when the 
numbers were increased by the war, and fugitives 
flocked into the cities by thousands. 

Thus, when, owing to the raids already alluded 
to, great distress prevailed in Missouri, and many 
fugitives, both white and black, flocked to St. Louis, 
although large sums, private and public, were 
expended to keep the unemployed from starving, 
and though no distinction was made as to colour, 
out of 10,000 persons receiving relief only tivo were 
blacks, and one of them was bedridden and the other 
a cripple. 

" These facta [say the Commission,] were communicated to 
hy the registrar of the City of St. Lonia— a gentleman who 
himselC one of the managers in the distribntion of the reUef fund: 
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referred to. The testiiDony of all the gentlemen concerned in the 
toanagement of the various relief societieB was, ho Eaid, to the 
same effect — that the coloured people asked for nothing."— 
lb. 100. 

But as the war proceeded, the numbers increased 

too fast to make it possible for this noble generosity 
of the free blacks to do the work alone. 

In the spring of 1862, the ladies of Philadelphia, 
" with a promptness and eai-nestness of sympathy 
which did them honour, fonned an Association, and 
laboured early and late, buying materials, cutting out 
garments, making them up, spending their time and 
money freely on behalf of a destitute people, and 
meeting as best they could the demands of the 
hour."* 

In most of the chief cities associations have since 
been formed to supply tlie physical wants of the 
fugitives ; and under the auspices of these voluntary 
agencies, schools have arisen, and the work of the 
Christian civilization of the freed negroes has been 
steadily progressing. As an example of what is now 
going on in the cities, take the following statement 
from the letter of Mr. J. M. M'Kim of Philadelphia, 
already referred to, and bearing date " Washington, 
Oct. 30, 1864." 

" I am organizing schools in this city and district for tlie ex- 
slaYBB and their children. Aa the instrnment of onr Pennsjlranian 
Association — to the funds of which you and your friends have so 
Idntlly contributed — I bare in the last few months gathered and put 
in operation here five largo and flourishing schools. They arc 
taught by devoted and well-educated ladies from the North. The 
good they are doing is manifest to a!l, is incalculable. There are 
not less than 40,000 blacks in Uiis city and neighbourhood. Most 

• Eeport of Eieeativo Board of thu Friondu' AuscKaation of Pliiladelplun, p. 3. 
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and every fr^sh advance of Slieridan, adds to their number, 
city IB filled with tiiem. 

" This is at present perhaps the most important field of any wa 
occnpy ; it is in the centre of the nation, nnder the eye of Gcyem- 
ment, and cliBllenges the attention of all who come lere. Here 
we have at hand ocular proof of all we assert. Here, in wretched' 
hovels, in the outer boundnriea and inner pnrliena of this oYer- 
crowded, half-military city, are hundreds of newly arrived " con- 
trabands," torn, scarred, ragged, wretched, just as they come from 
their masters. Hero are ladies going from hove! to hovel, distri- 
buting garments to the naked, orders for farina, beef-tea, and the 
lite, for the sick, and telling them where they will find schools for 
their children. And here are our schools in ftiU operation." 

This, then, may be said to be the result of eman- 
cipation as regui"(lB those negroes who 
making an actual exodus from their place of h 
into the free cities of the Noi-th. The demand for 
labonr is so great, that those who are able-bodied, 
and do not enter the army, very soon become self- 
supporting. There will always be suffering so often 
as fresh refugees arrive from the South. But their 
physical distress will only be temporary. There 
remains, however, the great work of education, 
intellectual aud moral ; and this is not to be 
effected by a few months' labour. Earnest and 
sustained efforts will be needed on the part of those 
who at so much self-sacrifice have put their shoulders 
to the wheel. Earnest and sustained support of the 
efforts of these noble workers is needed, and will for 
a long time be needed on the part of those who do 
not personally engage in the work. 

Bat the temper of the Northern States was ill 
inclined to submit to the prospect of any exodus on 
a large scale from the South to the North. The 



qnestion what was to bo done with freed negroes was 
raised by these tens of thousands of refugees into 
^Northern cities; bnt it was a question the answer io 
which must embrace, not tens of thousands alone, 
bnt all the four millions of slaves yet to be freed. In 
the spring of 1862, while the President was planning 
and talking about then- "deportation" to some un- 
known distant land, and the people of the North were 
closing their hearts against further refugees, necessity 
provided a practical solution for a problem which 
invention had failed to solve. On the 8th Febraary, 
1862, Roanoke Island, in North Carolina, fell into 
the hands of the Northern armies, and with it about 
1,000 slaves. Tlie battle of Newbem soon followed, 
and the result was that General Bnrnside found mthin 
his hnes about 10,000 negroes, 7,500 of whom were 
women and children. 

He promptly appointed Mr. Vincent Collyer super- 
intendent as well of these freed negroes as of the 
poor whites, with orders to employ as many negro 
men aa he could get up to the number of 5,000, 
offering them 8 dollars a mouth, one ration, and 
clothes, to work on the building of forts. 

So far from being a burden upon his hands, he 
could not get enough of them. 2,500 men were soon 
set to work. Some of them laboured at the forts ; 
others loaded and unloaded cargoes, served as 
crews on the steamers, or were formed into gangs 
of labourers, and, as carpenters, blacksmiths, and 
wheelwrights, did effective work at bridge-building, 
ship-joining, &e. Some clever negroes, whose expe- 
rience of life in the swamps and woods fitted them for 
the task, were employed as scouts, and took secret 
journeys, sometimes of hundreds of miles, into the 
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enemy's country to obtain information. One fine 
fellow who, being sold to go Sonth, had escaped by 
leaping &om a moving railway train, and had lived 
five years secretly in the jimglee of North Carolina 
as near as he dared to the cabin of his wife and chil- 
dren, took advantage of the proximity of Northern 
armies and fled to Newbem. Having worked a month 
on the fort, and saved 8 dollars, and hearing that his 
wife's master had run away, he asked for a pass to 
go up into the countiy to bring down his family. 
The pass was given on condition of his acting as a 
scont, and bringing intelligence of the enemy's move- 
ments. He went on bis double errand, and in about 
a fortnight returned with valuable information, his 
wife, and four children. " Sir," said he, when he 
stood before Mi-. Collyer, " this is the first time in 
five years I have dared to stand before a white man 
and call my wife and my children my owti." 

The women and childi'en siippoiied themselves 
with but httle aid from the Government by washing, 
cooking, &c. And the result of the first three months' 
experience was this— that while work was offered to 
the poor whites at 12 dollars a month, and to the 
blacks at only 8 dollars a month, the poor whites 
were sixteen times as great a burden per head on the 
resources of Government as the freed blacks ! 

In the meantime two evening schools were opened, 
and 800 coloured people, old and young, attended 
nightly, and made rapid progress. Meetings were 
held for reUgious instruction and worship, and the 
work was progressing beyond the most sanguine ex- 



In the month of May, however. Governor Stanley 
was appointed mihtary governor of the district, and 




being a pro-elavery man, proceeded to enforce the 
laws of North Carolina ; the schools were ordered to 
be closed, and several fugitive slaves were retiirned 
to theii* owners. 

Mr. CoUyer, with a promptness which did him 
great honour, on the 5th of June, in company with 
the Hon. Charles Sumner, sought an interview with 
President Lincoln, in order to inform him how suc- 
cessfiil this first experiment of free labour was prov- 
ing, and how rudely it had been stopped by General 
Stanley. ""When I told the President (writes Mr. 
Collyer) of the return of the freed people to their 
former masters, he exclaimed, with great earnestness 
of manner, 'Well, this I have always maintained, and 
shall insist on, that no slave who once comes within 
onr lines a fugitive from a rebel shall ever be returned 
to his master. For my part I have hated slavery 
from my childhood.' " 

In June, Mr. CoUyer returned to reopen his schools, 
and within three months after this, Mr. Lincoln — 
instead of his scheme of deportation — issued in Sep- 
tember, 1862, his first Proclamation of Freedom, 
which was carried more fully into effect in January, 
1863. Anti-slavery feehng was in the ascendant, 
and Governor Stanley resigned his post." 

Here, then, in these conquered portions of North General 
Carolina the experiment of free labour was tried, and ceaBfti. 
succeeded, without "deportation," and even without 
any exodus from the South to the North. 10,000 
negroes for the most part easily became self-support- 



• For the above partdcularB, Bee Mr. Collyer'a !t<?pnrt of the services 
deiedby the freed people to tho Unit^ Stittea army in North CaTolina, i 
Sprijig ot 1862. Sew York, 1804. 
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ing and industrious freemen in the neighbourhood 
of their former homes. 

This experiment proved unmistakably that the 
negro will work as well as a white man if yon give 
1 . 1 im wages ; that he is eager for intellectnal and 
moral education, and in no way particularly difficult 
to manage. Aud though this experiment was tried 
under mUitaiy auspices — -the wants of the army and 
the buildiug of forts creating an immediate demand 
for the freedmen's labour — its result, neverthelesa, 
did much to raise their character in the estimation of 
the people of the North. 
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In the spring of 1862 another great field of labour 
in the fi-eedman's cause was thrown open, by the 
conquest of Port Eoyal, in South Carolina. 

The southern portion of the coast of South Caro- 
lina is skirted by a range of islands, separated from 
the mainland by narrow channels, low, flat, and un- 
healthy, once the haunts of alUgators, their thici 
woods and rank weeds almost impenetrable. These 
islands became, nevertheless, the home of about 
15,000 of the most degraded of negro slaves, im- 
ported to produce the required annual produce of Sea 
Island cotton, for the Liverpool market. 

"When the Federal troops first landed they found 
there about 10,000 negroes, and only one white man. 
The cotton crop was happily not destroyed, and the 
Confederates had left behind them considerable quan- 
tities of com and potatoes. But these latter were 
taken for the use of the army, and consequently until 
the next season the ne^oes were dependent on Go- 
vernment rations. And now the work of training 
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these negro slaves into a community of self-support- 
ing free-men commenced. 

In answer to a pressing call from the Government 
6Bperint«ndeEt for helpers in the work, more than 50 
persons, some of them women, voianteered to go ont 
under the auspices of associations of friends of the 
S^edmen in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. 
Some of them became superintendents of plantations 
under OoTenuneut employ, and Tundertook the charge 
of inaugurating the new system of labour under which 
the freed people are to be trained into a self-suBtain- 
ing community. They found the blacks on their 
aarivftl in an unorganized condition, destitute of the 
very necessaries of life, supported as has been said 
by Government rations, and clad in the rags of the 
garments supphed to them by their old masters 
nearly two years before. The negioes were set to 
-work under promise of wages when funds would 
allow, and though this was a trial of patience they 
adapted themselves with httle difficulty to theh new 
position. Then- first winter of freedom was one of 
great Boftering, but by degrees suppUes of clothing 
arrived from the Freedmen's Aid Societies, and the 
material condition of the negroes rapidly improved 
witii each snccessive season. 

The next work was to organize schools. To supply 
the want of teachers' intelligent and cultivated women, 
femihsT with all the refinement and elegance of 
Boeial life, left their homes in ^Northern cities to 
spend their daily life in the midst of camps amd 
hospitals, and all the sights and sounds of war. 
Separated irom one another in these dismal islands 
by deep creeks, and all but impassable marshes, often 
in remote plantations, and surrounded at hrst b; 
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squalidness and misery, these heroic women pursned 
their work with uuseltish devotedness answering the 
complaints of the poor negroes, impatient to receive 
the promised reward of their labour, by the appeal 
" Arc ICC not teaching your children ?"* 

And 80 the work went on. 

At the end of the first year the success of the 
experiment was proved by the fact that at the sale 
which took place in March, 1863, four plantations, 
containing about 3,500 acres, were bought by the 
freedmen Uving upon them. 

These yielding their owners considerable profit, 
other negroes followed the example, and purchased 
further tracts of land at the sales of 1864. 

The unsold lands were to a great extent let out in 
lots to the freedmen, who at futm'e sales will have 
the first option of purchase. Many of them had 
during the war become owners of horses and moles. 
Others had built themselves houses, while, at the 
sale of the town of Beaufort, from seventj-five to 
eighty houses were bought by the blacks. Ail the 
funds Kith ichich th/se purchases acre made, had boM 
saved htf the negroes out of the eaniijiQS of two yean 
industry. 

During the same period 3,000 children had passed 
through the schools, and many had made satis&ctory 
progress. 

It could now be claimed (to quote the words of a 
writer in the North American Bevietc) that the 
eolouied population of the Sea Islands, over 15,000 
in nnmber, had been brought in two years from a 



* F'sture Scpplj of Cotton, Ttfrinted bom Norili I 
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state of utter destitatiou and ignorance to absolute 
prosperity, and partial education ; and this had been 
accomplished, under all the disadvantages of military 
occupation and actual war, by t^'O comparatively 
feeble societies in Boston and New York, aided by 
one in Philadelphia." 

The Buecess which has so completely attended this EeajonB , 
first experiment in the re-organization of negro 'eoe^ 
labour on the basis of freedom, has been aided no 
doubt by one or two circumstances which have not 
been found elsewhere. 

1. The total desertion of the island by their slave- 
proprietors, had removed one great difficulty out of 
the way of the trial of a system of free labour. 

2. The insular position of the settlement saved it 
from Confederate raids, and allowed of that imme- 
diate establishment of security and law, without 
which the trial could hardly have been made. 

But it must be remembered, in order to do justice 
to the greatness of the result, that the experiment has, 
in these Sea Islands, been tried with success in the 
case of a class of slaves which might have been 
selected as the most degraded and unfit for freedom 
of all the slaves of the United States. 

A somewhat similar experiment has been tried on Besuiis ii 
Koanoke Island; but the 3,000 negroes who have Liana/ 
been located there, and provided each with his acre 



• The Fntnie Supplj of Cotton. — North American Eevieu>, No. CCIIL, Ap. 
X8fi5. — Bee &Uo " Second A-nnn**! Keport aS the EdocttticimJ GommiHEion of 
the New £n^aiid Freedmcn'e Aid Soci^j (Educatioiul CommiBsion), 1864/' 
BoBton (pp. 15 — Zi), ivud apeeob of R. TomlisBon, Esq., who wae Beat to 
Port Eoysl bjthB Pbiladdphia Freeflmen's Aid Abb 
166S. 
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of land on which to settle, are mostly fugitives from 
other districts. It was something lite an experiment 
on a very small scale near home, of the deportation 
project. The condition of the colony ■was, and is 
still, a eauBe of anxiety, owing to the great destitu- 
tion of the freedmen on their fii-st landing on the 
island. But the experiment haa proved fauly suc- 
cessful ; and it may already be claimed, in the words 
of an eye-mtness of its success, that at least " an 
outlay of not more than 10,000 dollars has accom- 
plished results for 3,000 freedmen, that five times 
that amount expended on only 400 in the Hayti ex- 
periments has utterly failed in doing."* 

"Whilst, however, these experiments on the Eastern 
coast have been so far attended with most unexpected 
success, let it not be forgotten on how small a scale 
they have yet been tried. Roanoke Island, with its 
3,000 freedmen, is, indeed, but as a drop in a bucket 
when compared with Norih Caiohna, with its 331,000 
slaves. The 15,000 industrious free negroes of the 
Sea Islands are but a very small fraction of the 
402,000 slaves of South Carolina. The experiment 
tried, as it were, in the laboratory, has yet to be tried 
on a large scale, and under all possible conditions. 
Already the recent march of General Sherman has 
B opened new gi'ound in these states. The orders 
reissued by him on .lanuary 16th, bear a noble testi- 
' ' mony to the determination of Government to giv;e 
the freed negroes a fair chance, and to treat them 



• Second ATumnl Report of tiie New Englfind Proedmen's Aid Society, 
(Ednratioiml CommiBHon,) p. 30. April 21, 186*. Great deetjtntion is alfll 
reported fnna this i>k^, imBing from the causes mestioDed above. 




as free men (see the extracts given telow.*) But 
nothing that General Sherman, or govemment, can 
do, can prevent the transition from slavery to freedom 
from being attended with sore destitution and suf- 
fering. 

Donbtless, each enccessive group of newly made 
freedmen, whether fleeing themselves to the camps, 
or left behind at their old homes by their fugitive 
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[^Ifft^te follmnng taiar hu been UEoed b; Geiural Bliermui) — 
- " Heuil^nttrtera, Military Division of tho Miaaiesippi, 

■-•"" intbefieia, 3aTn.niia.li, Go,, Jan. 16, 1SG5. 

" ]. The islands trora CharlGGton south, tlia abtndoned riao Seldi aioBg'Qie 
lirera for tliirty miles back from the aea, and the coimtiy bordering the St. 
John BiTBT, Florida, are reserred and set a.part for tlia settlement of tlie 
□egroes now muda froo by tho acta of war and tbe proclamation of the Preaident 
of the United States. 

" 2. At Eeaofort, Hilton Head, SaTannah, Pernandina, St. Angnstine, and 
Ja<<kBonfille, the blacks may remain iu their olioaen or occastamed Tocationa 
Imt on tho islands and in tlio Bettlemonta heroafter to be catabliahed, no white 
person wbftteTer, nnloES military officers and soldiers detailed for dnty, willTje 
permitted to reaide ; and tbo sole and estlnsive management of [tfbirs irill be 
left to tbe treed people themselvea, snbject only to the TJnited States military 
axitiiority and (hearts of Oonpreas. By the Jnius rjf jcur nnH orders nftftpPrrsi- 
dmio^ths United Btaies, the negro isjVes, aiid iMist he. dealt with an giich. Be 
i!otWM)( f>e fiAject to mnsoription or pirced mffifary service, aave by the written 
orders of fke highest laiiiiarij aiefhoritij of the department nnder each regnlationB 
as the President or Congress may prescribe. DOmertic Borrants, blaolramitlia, 
carpontera, and other mecbanios, will be free to select tlieir oim wori and re- 
sidonoB ; bnt the young anil able-bodied negroes mnst he enoooraged to enUst 
SB soldiers in the service of the United Sta.te6, to oontribnte their share towards 
mainteining tbeir own freedom and seenring their rights as ^tizens of the 

United Stutoa The boouties paid oa enliatment may, with the 

ODDsent of tho recmit, go to assist hia gimil; a2id settlement in procuring agri- 
enltnral implements, seed, tools, boats, clothing, and other articles necessary 
for their livelihood. 

" 3. Whenever three respectable negroes, heads of fiunfliea, shall desiro to 
aetffc on iMid, and shall have solootod for that porpose an island or a locality 
clearly defined, within the limits above deaignabed, the InspoctoT of Setiloments 
and PlaaitationB will himadf, or by such snbordinato offieer as bo nay s^ipimit, 
give them lioense to settle such ialand or district, and afford them snch auist- 
A M lu osD to enable them to establish a pesoeable agricoltural Battlement. 

c2 
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masters, will, in time, like their predecessors, soon 
become self-supporting, bat in the trials of this 
middle-passage, they demand, as their predecessors 
did, all sympathy and aid, and how soon they may 
reach the promised land, mnst depend verymuch upon 
the efficiency of the help they receive in their journey 
through the wilderness." 

' We pass now from the mention of the successfol 
experiments on the east coast, to dwell for a moment 
on the much more difficult one which presented itself 

^ in Louisiana, when, in 1863, New Orleans fell into 
the hands of the north. 



" 5. In order to carr; out tliia ayatem of si^ttlement, a general officer 
iiill be detailed ae Iitepector of SettleinEiits and Plantations, whoie iaty it 
Bhall bo to visit the settlemente, to regulate tbeir police and general 
management, and who will fomiflh peraonallj to eadi bead of a familj, eat^ect 
to the approval of tlic Preeident of the United States, a, poBgeMDi; title in 
writing, giviBg, as near a^ posrible, tbe deecription o£ brnmdaries, and wlio 
almll adjnat all claims or conflicts Uiat may arise imder the same, tabject to tlie 
like approval, treating sncli titles altogether as poBseseorj. The eane geaeral 
officer -nill aUo bo charged with tlie enlietinent and organization of tbe oegro 
TCCTuitB, and protecting their interests while so absent ^m thoir settlements, 
ajid will he gOTemed bj the roles and regnktions prescribed bj tlie War 
Department for anch pnrpoee. 

" 0. Brigadier-General E. Saitonis hereby appointed Inspector of Settlements 
aod PlantatioDB, and will at once enter npon the performance of his datiea. No 
change is intended or desired in. tbe settlement now on Boaafort Island, nor 
will any rigbta to property bereloforo acqaired he affected thereby. — By 
order of 

" Major-General W. T, SHElUiiK. 
" L. M. DiSKiN, Major aud Aseiatant Adjutant-General." 

* " The result of Sherman's eipedition in captnring SavanDah, baa thrown 
npon onr bands mnltitndeH of anfferers, who hare reached onr lines on the 

Bonthern coait in a state of great dostitntion. 

" We aro making great excrtiona to meet tbe colla npon onr charity, bnt with 
all onr efforts we are not able to meet the large demands npon us, uoi bare we 
any time to lose ; thousands may periah before we can reacb them. These 
poor people need almost ererything. The Government are, however, promptly 
isaning rationa."— Lettei- ^rom Mr. Tate, dated Juii-uoiT/ 10, 1865. 
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The Hon. E. L. Stanley, who passed throngh this 
state in the course of last year, vrrites :* — 

" In Louisiana the government has had to grapple vith a very 
difficolt qnestion. They founii tliemselves suddenly responsible 
for 100,000 negroes who had grown up to man's estate, helpless 
and ignorant, hitherto dependent for everything on their mast^s. 
These were now suddenly cut ndrift from snperinteadcnce anil care, 
sad the maintenance of the&c helpless ones wfts « very difficult 
Uiing. At first they flocked together tn the neighbourhood of the 
military posts in the occnpation of the Federal armies, and, having 
DO employment or means of living, in mauy cases they were the 
the victims of disease to a very large extent. It was necess*ry for 
the government which had freed these people to do something for 
their preservation ; and in this perplexity General Banks, who was 
commanding in that district, framed a series of regulations, which 
gave rise to a good deal of discussion. Some of the extreme Aboli- 
tioniBts, both here and in America, I know, denounced thew regu- 
lations as unfur to the negro, and introducing a system of serfdom 

in the place of slavery 

" This mahgned system establishes schools free to all the negroes, 
secures them wages, plots of ground for their own cultivation, 
limited hours of work, medical attendance gratis, clothing, rations, 
protection from their masters by independent judges, and the power 
of making fresh contracts with wliom they please at the end of the 
year. It was not practical, I think, in the present condition of 
affairs, to leave the labour question to settle itself by the ordinary 
mlea of supply and demand, which would be very well in peaceful 
times. In conversation with the negroes themselves, I found them 
fully appreciating their improved condition, and by no means think- 
ing, as some would have us suppose, that their present state 
differed only in name from their former slavery. 

"Very soon after I came to New Orleans, I visited a depot where 
the freed negroes were assembled as soon as they came into the 
Federal lines from the interior, until they could bo settled upon 
plantations or otherniac provided for. I visited the place one day 
a few hours after a steamer had come down with about four hundred 
fugitives, who had escaped to General Banks's army up the Red 
River ; they were nearly all old men, women, and eliildren, as the 



• Lecture reporteil in Macdeijield Courier and Herald, Jauoarj 7i 1 
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able-bodied uien had been inarched off bj their o^ 
Texas, The filth and the rags of these poor j 

description 

" The tendency of the negroes is to flock into the city for secnrity, 
as they are in horrible fear of being again carried off into sl&very; 
and, as there is not enough of employment there for one quarter of 
the negroes who would uom*, unless they were compelled by the 
Government to stay where they can be maintained, the city wonld 
awarm with helpless paupers. You sec these negroes are perfectly 
helpless and ignorant at first, and are not fit in a moment for com- 
plete self government. The eflbrta of the' Goyeriinient, however, 
are directed to calling out in them, as fast as possible, habits of 
self-reliance ; and I have no donbt, from what I saw, that the 
progress which has been made has been fully as great as could have 
been expected." 

;- In the district of the Mississippi Valley not only 
a had the experiment to be tried under the difficultieB 
-"^ presented in Louisiana — hut on a much larger scale. 
p' The distress and mortality among the refugees in 
the camps on the banks of the great river, during 
the year 1863 were truly appalling. Colonel Yeat- 
man, who visited them iu December, 1863, found in 
all about 25,000 of them, not including those who 
had entered the army — some 15,000 men. He 
found a system of labour" in force, Earned on the 
model of that of Louisiana ; one under which the 
free blacks were " treated with injustice," continued 
in a state of iuToluntary servitude worse than that 
from which they had escaped. He fomid them in 
the camps iu the most wretched condition, dying by 
hundreds and thousands ; and some of them were 
returning to their masters on account of their 
sufferings.* 

* At Natchefl. " Hoport of tiie Condition of the Frsedmen of the Misaiaaippi, 
preaenled to the Weotorn Sanitarj CommiBsion, December ITtli 18G3. Bj 
JameB &. Yeatmint, Frerideiit of the C<HDmiHioii, St. Lonia, 1864." 



But, there were, even then, the germs of better 
things for the fiitiire. 

The Western Freedmen's Aid Commission had 
ab-eady been established at Cincinnati. 

Colonel Eaton had just been appointed Superin- 
tendent of Freedmen in the district; and, ■writes 
Major Yeatman : — 

" I foimd him hard at work. He derates his every thought Colonel 
and all his energies to the great work which has heen devolved upon ^^ went 
him. I found that his views correBponded with my own, and with 
& plan which I had formed in my own mind for aiding and henefiting 
the freedmen, Eind secnring to them the rewards of theii labonr and 
the enjoyment of their rights." 

A new era was commencing, the work was falling 
into the hands of men who bad at heart the good of 
the negro ; and from that moment the experiment, 
even under the most adverse circumstances, began to 
snceeed. 

Colonel Eaton was an Independent minister, 
chaplain in the service of the army, a hearty 
Abobtionist watching the course of emancipation 
ftitb anxiety irom its earhest stages. He had 
watched the gathering crowds of negro fugitives as 
they followed the march of the army. He was 
grieved at theii' sufferings, and pained still more at 
the way they were spurned by the soldiers and 



The first symptom of improving feeling, was the 
result of the good services which negroes did to the 
army. The soldiers began to say, " Come along," 
when they fotmd the fugitives could do the fatigae 
work of the army. Theu came the President's pro- 
clamation, and a better feeling on the part of the 
North towards the negroes. But still they were 
treated almost as though they still were slaves. And 




Colonel Eaton felt, as did Major Yeatman, that they 
onght to 1)6 treated as freemen. He urged their 
rights upon General Grant, and at length was ap- 
pointed by him General Superintendent of Freedmen 
for the district included within the lines of the army 
from Cairo down the Mississippi to Ked River, 
together with the State of Arkansas. 

He was commissioned to appoint assistants and 
estabUsh order among the negroes. 

"To enter upon the duty "was," he said, "to 
forsake friends, to pass tmder a cloud, to have sym- 
pathies taxed with the most trying forms of suffering, 
and the mind racked by the severest social problems. 
The path was dark : there was no highway." 

On his arrival soon after the fall of Vicksburg, ia 
August 1863, he writes : — 

"The scenes were appalling'. Crowded together, sickly, difl- 
heartencd, djing in the streets ; ten thousand scattered on the 
opposite bank of the river, not a. family of them all, either wall 
sheltered, clad or fed ; no physicians, no medicines, no hospitala; 
many of the persons who had been charged with feeding them, 
either sick or dead ; the only industry found among 20,000, thit 
performed by twelye axes. Such scenes, if any, were calculated to 
make one doubt the policy of emancipation." 

And yet, in July, ISG-l, after one year's labour, 
he writes :— 

" Zfovj : any one of a candid and unprejudiced mind, cannot look 
on the same people and fail to pronounce emancipation a Buccesa 1 " 

He had proved (he goes on to say) that — 

"The people do iiiiproTe and become self-aapportiiig, do as ti 
matter of fact show a capacity for freedom, and more, that theitt 
IB near at hand for them a promising future. 

" Their present skill at labour on this rich soil, especially in rwBing: 
cotton at its present rates, yields fabulous profits. Freedom wiD. 
increase the productiveness of that skill by rendering the labourer, 
more intelligent and earnest under its clearer light and nev 
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motiTes, and by introducing improved implements of agriculture 
and more effective enterprise. The war closed, the facta indicate 
that & short time — ehall I say five years? — will see this country 
cut up into small farms, and glorying not only in general intelli- 
gence', but n productiveness it aever before attained," 

Andthese views were no mere speculation, they were 
the result of actual experience. During the year, 
113,650 freed men had passed as fugitives through 
his hands. The following is hia account of what had 
become of them : — 

"In military service as soldiers, lanndresses, cooks, 
ofGcers' servants, and labourers in various staff de- 
partments . . . . . . . ,41,150 

" In cities, on plantations, and in freedmen's villages, 

and eared for as under : — 
" Entirely self-supporting — the same as any industrial 
class anywhere, as planters, mechanics, barbers, 
hackmen, draymen, &c., conducting enterprises on. 
their own responsibility, or as hired labourers . 63,300 
" Receiving subsistence from Government as follows;- — 
" Merahera of families whose heads are carrying on 
plantations, and have under cultivation 4,000 acres 
of cotton, and are to pay the Government for their 
subsistence from the first income of the crop . 3,000 

" Paupers^ — those under or over the self-supporting age 
the crippled and sick in hospital, &c. ; and these in- 
stead of being unproductive, have now under cultiva- 
tion 500 acres of com, 7flO acres of vegetables, 
and 1,500 acres of cotton, besides work done at 
wood-chopping, &c 7,200 



" Total 118,650 

n the aggregate, something over 10,000 



Of these about 7,000 acres ar 
f these are managing s 



"There are reported, i 
acres of cotton under cultivation, 
leased and cultivated by blacks, 
high as 300 or 400 acres. 

Of the 113,650 blacks above mentioned, 13,320 have been 
under instruction in letters, about 4,000 have learned to read quite 
fairly, and about 2,000 to write."" 

• Tho above eitraota are taken from a, latter -of Colonel Eaton to Levi Coffin, 
dated from Viokaborg, MiBBiBaippi, Jnly 5, 1 804, and appended to Ma report. 



And how had these results been secured ? 

By treatmg the negroes not as slaves but as free- 
men : by the adoption of more just rules as to their 
labour and their occupation of land. By the sup- 
plies, sent by the Freedmen's Aid Societies, of food, 
clothing and tools. Above all, by the heroic self- 
sacrilice of noble men and women, who, in this time 
of the negroes' need, were found willing to leave the 
lusuries of home, as Colonel Eaton himself had done, 
to live and labour in the midst of all the wretched- 
ness and misery of an outcast people. 

Take again one instance by way of example : — 

In October, 1863,* the "Friends" of Indiana ap- 
pointed a committee, and raised subscriptions in aid 
of the appalling distress. 

One of their ministers, Elkanah Beard, soon 
informed them that he and his wife Irena desired 
to labour among the freed negi-oes, in the vicinity of 
Vicksburg. A young female friend, Lizzie Bond, 
^^^^:^j an experienced teacher, threw in her lot with theirs. 
hiBKotk. They went to Vicksburg, and after consulting with 
the authorities, concluded to settle at Young's Point, 
about ten miles above Vicksburg. They chose 
this place, because there were here, scattered along 
two or thi-ee miles of the river's bank, 2,000 or 
3,000 freedmen stated to be "the most wretched 
and degraded of any on the Mississippi Eiver." 
2,500, it was said, had died there since the previous 
summer. 

' ' I remember well, ' ' writes Colonel Thomas, Assistant 
Superintendent of Freedmen, "the coldwindySabbath 
morning, when they put up a tent which I had given 

* The followiitg particuLLrg pre cbiofij taken &om a rcpQtt of the InfliftTin 
Yearly Meeting of Friends' Eieootiie ComiBittee for the Baliaf of Colomed 
Fieodmen, 1834. 




them on the bank of the river in front of the camp, 
and cheerfully hegau their work without any of the 
comforts and with few of the necessaries of life." 

With no coveiing but this miserable tent, and with 
the ground for their bed, they commenced their 
labours. 

They built a cabin for their dwelliug, and a 
schoolhonse for Lizzie Bond. Their friends at home 
sent clothes and other necessaries for the destitute. 
They tried to teach the negroes to help themselves. 
A village of new cabins sprung up round them. 
Lizzie Bond taught the people to read. 

The simple preaching of the good Quaker, making 
its way to the poor negroes' heaits, the wish arose 
among them for some church organization. Four of 
their number were set apart to meet and talk the 
matter over with him; and the result of it was, that 
125 of the negroes gave in their names as members 
of the new church, " uniting in a solemn compact as 
a band of brothers and sisters fearing the Lord, 
resolving to take the New Testament as their rule of 
life and declaration of faith, adopting it also as their 
book of discipUne, and agi-eeing that should any be 
guiltj' of immoral or scandalous practices, they were 
to be admonished, and upon refusal to make satis- 
faction to the Church, diso^Tied." 

After the good Quaker had taken down their names, 
one of the negroes proposed that some one should be 
chosen pastor, to be set " as a monf-piece between 
us poor ignorant critters and the great God, and 
to preach us de blessed words of Jesus. Now think 
seriously, deai' brudders and sisters, who dat man 
am of all de people here." All seemed hushed 
awhile in solemn sUence, then everj' mouth i 



to open at once, and all said, " Mr, Beard am de 
man, 'cauBe de Lord sent him." 

When, after seven months' labour in this field, their 
health gave way, and they were thus obliged to return 
home and rest awhile, Colonel Eaton testified, that 
" having made their home among a people miserably 
sheltered and clad, they had not only clothed 
the nakedness of the destitute, but trained and 
encouraged them to help themselves, that they had 
not only taught many to read, but planted in many 
minds the germs of a true pure and Christian civili- 
zation." 

When Major Young visited this station, in May, 
1864, he foimd " buildings extending from the 
canal toward the city, full half-a-mile, including a 
church, school-house, blacksmiths' and carpenters' 
shops, and a house for the Superintendent, gardens 
and other agricultural enterprises flanking either side 
of the river, and extending the full length of the 
village — each family with its small tract of land 
staked off, and fanning on its own responsibUity, bo far 
as to receive the nett profits of it — i25 acres altogether 
under cultivation by 400 persons, principally women 
and children — com and cotton and all kinds of vege- 
tables growing side by side in most excellent order, the 
very pea and bean vines gi-owing according to rule. 
The little colony still required Government rations, 
the value of which was to be returned out of the 
proceeds of their crops, but was likely soon to be not 
only self-supporting, but money-making. The only 
drawback, the failure of Mr. Beard's heath, obhging 
him to go north to recruit."* 
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"P-lbflTiftli Beard was a young man of abont thirtr, 
liTing OD a good iaim ; and he and his viHe left a 
family of little children behind them to undertake 
this mission in the negro's cause. 

The work is still going on. We have before ns a 
furtherreport of Colonel Eaton's, dated December 31, 
1864, and giving both the dark and the bright side 
of the picture of emancipation in the Mississippi 
VaUey. 

The bright side of the picture exhibits the large 
profits some of the Negroes had made by their crops 
of cotton during the season — the influx of Northern 
planters into those districts which are secured from 
Southern invasion, the fairness and often generosity 
with which they treat their coloured labourers — the 
good faith with which a few planters of the old regime 
have fallen under the new system — the testimony of 
nearly all planters, whether Southern or Northeni, 
that they could nothave expected any set of labourers 
to work better than theirs — the eagerness of the 
freed blacks for education — the fact that they are 
only half as burdensome to the Government as the 
white refugees — these are some bright points in the 
picture. 

Then for its shadows. The prejudices of most of 
the old planters, who acquiesce in the new arrange- 
ments only from compulsion, sometimes holding 
intercourse with Southern leaders, and hoping to fall 
with their negroes back again under Southern rule — 
the insecurity of many districts — the frequent raids 
of the Confederate troops, in which thousands of 
cattle and hundreds of negroes are often carried off, 
the latter being resold into slavery — the consequent 
breaking up, and abandonment of numbers of plan- 



tations in the exposed regions— these are Bome of 

the dark points in the picture. 

of The result of tlie whole most indubitably is to 

'"" confirm the fact illustrated by experiments tried under 

''^' better conditions, that emancipation is not only 

possible, but almost certain to succeed, when those 

who have charge of the experiment have their hearts 

in the work, and when by the presence of Federal 

troops, or the re-estabhshment of peace, law and 

order are secured, without whioh no syetem of 

industry, whether of white men or negroes, can hope 

to succeed. 

It may be said without exaggeration, tliat here in 
the Mississippi Valley, as in the Sea Islands of South 
Carolina, wherever the experiment had a fair chance 
it has thorongldy succeeded. The middle passage 
out of slaveiy, here as elsewhere, is one of tiial and 
suffering; but it is short in duration, and the negro 
emerges out of it with a fair capacity for freedom, 
and a fair chance of success as a free citizen. 

It must, however, be remarked here as elsewhere, 
how much remains to be done, compared with what 
has already been done . The district of Colonel Eaton 
contained, he himself informs us, 770,000 slaves in 
1860. Every one of fJiem is now free in point of 
law, but of how few are we in a position to assert that 
they are already free in poiut of fact I 113,000 only 
passed through Colonel Eaton's official notice, in the 
year ending July, 1864. Where are theothers '? How 
far have the negroes in outlying districts been affected 
by the new order of things ? Howfarare they treated 
as free men by their masters, when out of sight of 
Colonel Eaton and his staff? How many have I>een 
driven west into Texas ? How many have died iu the 
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camps ? How many have been skin in battle ? How 
many have fallen in the wilderness before reaching 
the promised land ? How many are still undisturbed 
in their old condition of bondage ? These are ques- 
tions which must be answered more exactly than we 
can answer them now, before any reliable estimate 
can be made of the number of negroes in the 
Missiseippi Valley who are really free. 

Prom the district of the MissiBsippi Valley, we pass Emandpa- 
on to that embracing the State of Kentucky, and the senCky 
eastern portion of Tennessee, not included in Colonel ™^„^p^p 
Eaton's district. 

Kentucky, as already mentioned, being a loyal 
State, has retained its slavery ; but, Tennessee having 
since its reorganization adopted the policy of imme- 
diate emancipation, it is now surrounded by Free 
States, and in coneequence is fast losing its slaves. 

They are being fast drained out of it on all sides. 
Hundreds of able-bodied men have again and again 
fled to the military camps, enlisted in the army, 
and thus become free. To snch an extent has this 
been the case, that the numbers of women and 
children left )>ehind in slaveiy have proved an in- 
creasing burden on their owners. In many eases 
enraged masters have refused to feed and clothe them, 
and have brntaUy driven them from their estates. 
The result has been that Camp Nelson, the chief 
military station in Kentucky, has been crowded with 
refugees. In last January, 500 of them were re- 
ported in the camp, and they were pouring in at the 
rate of about a dozen a day, in the greatest possible 
destitution — often with the marks of great cruelty 
npon them. 
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No wonder that, under these circumstances, while 
slavery is thus breaking itself up, and the masters 
losing and banishing tlieir slaves so fast, the tardy 
Kentuckians are beginning to talk of emancipation, 
mth compeitsation and i'onscnt of owners 1 * 

Tennessee, lying as it does between this lingering 
slave state and the immediate seat of war, is natu- 
rally filled with military camps, and these camps 
with fugitives. The whole country has been wasted 
by the constant march of Northern and Southern 
armies, and the distress in the camps, during the winter 
of 1864-5, exceeded that of any other district, both 
in its severity and magnitude. But the Freedmen'a 
Aid Societies did their best. They poured in supplies 
of food and clothing, stopping their very schools to 
concentrate their efforts in the relief of physical suf- 
fering. Here is a recent letter by way of illustra- 
tion : — 

"NasTtville, First Month iSth, i86S. 

" The worst, I tmst, is oTer ; but the sufiering among these poor 
people has been simply terrible. Cold, hanger, and natedneas, 
sickness, misery and destitution hare been the inheritance of these 
patient and long-suffering people. Death and the Pennsylyania 
Freedmen'a Rehef Association hare been among their best friends. 
Each has brought relief in its own way, 

" We have done what vre could, and it is no self-praise to say 
tiiat our labours have not been in vain. Our teachers gave np their 
schools, and our whole time was devoted to ministrations to the 
suffering. Several of our ladies are ill from overwork and ex- 
posure. TJie wann clothes, stout shoes, comfortable blankets, 
which you and the other Associations have sent us, — oh what good 

■ Tha GovBmor raoently advised Uie ratification of the constitntiona! amend- 
ment by the State of Eentncky, provided tb&t the NatioDol Govartuuent Bbonld 
3)a; 30,000,000 ioia. compenaation, being the ogtimBted volae of the aLireB in 
1864 {FTeedmen'i Beviea>, 1803, p. 39B) ; but in both honses a large majority 
voted agninst it (15. p. 431,) wherenpon the Governor has given all bb ikveB 
free papora ! 
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they liQve done ; what joy they have sent to the heart of the 
mother, hugging to her bosom the child which she feared would 
chill to death in her arms ! — and how fervent have been the prayers 
that have gone up that God would bless the kind givers. 

" For these people are a grateful people — they are an uncom- 
plaining people. There is nothing more touching than their 
suffering, except the patience with which they bear it. The contrast 
between them and the "poor white'' refugees is striking. The 
latter are in comparison helpless ; give the black refugee a chance 
and he will take care of himself. 

** Tell our friends in the North to be patient and not discouraged 
by our appeal for physical help. Things are resuming their normal 
condition. The people are being re-settled in their huts and camp. 
Our schools are about to resume their work ; and soon all we shall 
ask of the Association, will be books and slates, pens and ink, and 
additional teachers to meet the increased wants of the people. 

" "William F. Mitchell." 

Still, side by side with stories of suffering, proving 
how hard and bitter the negro's middle passage out of 
slavery has been and is, abundant testimony reaches 
us from these, as from other districts, to the ultimate 
success of emancipation in the case of those Eesuits. 
negroes who survive the trials of the transition 
period. 

The writer of the letter quoted above, in a still 
more recent letter, emphatically says : — '' There is no 
more distress among those who have been free for a year, 
than amon/j the same number of ijoor in Philadelphia.'' 

Here, however, as elsewhere, new tides of refugees 
keep rolling in, to pass, in their turn, through a stage 
of want and suffering. Here, as elsewhere, when the • 
stage of suffering is passed, the more permanent work 
of education remains to be done. Here, as else- 
where, for a long time, the schools will require 
liberal and sustained assistance ; and a little band of 
devoted worlcers, many of them ladies, demand no 
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stinted share of sympathy and aid from all, whether 
in America or England, who have at heart the cause 
of the negro, though not personally engaged in the 
work. 



The expo- To Complete the survey which has been attempted 
rimTcipa- in these pages of the different forms and circum- 
tlTow'^'^^ stances under which the experiment of emancipation 
masters re- has bccn, Or is uow being tried, there remains only 
by side the mention of those states which now, happily 

with the 



negroes. 



spared the miseries of active warfare, have by a 
legal process set free their slaves or provided for 
their ultimate freedom. This class includes the 
difficulty, states of Maryland, "West Virginia, and Missouri. In 
these states and any others which may hereafter sur- 
render to the Northern Government, the experiment 
will have to be tried under, perhaps, the most difficult 
of all circumstances — under the eye and hand of the 
old masters themselves. 

It is not unlikely that, under these circumstances, 
so soon as peace is restored and the difficulties of the 
change come to be practically felt, a reaction may set 
in, and the old prejudice revive against the coloured 
population. Even New Jersey, at this moment, with 
her handful of slaves, though she long ago provided 
for their gradual emancipation, is still unwilling to 
accept the constitutional amendment. Democratic 
members in the House of Assembly, says the Trenton 
. State Gazette,"^' distinctly and unequivocally avowed 
their conviction that slavery was of divine origin, 
established by the Almighty, sanctioned by the Bible, 
and approved by our Saviour; and one of them 



* Friends* Remeiv, 1865, page 440. 
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declared '^tliat lie would like to amend the consti- 
tution, so as to establish slavery as a national 
institution." In Maiyland, too, it must be remem- 
bered, the pohcy of immediate emancipation was 
adopted only by a very small majority, — out of 
nearly 60,000 votes the majority was only 375. In 
Missouri, it is tnie, the ordinance of emancipation 
was carried by a vote of sixty to four ; but this vote 
was given when something like half her slaves had 
already fled across her borders and thus freed them- 
selves. And so it will be with Kentucky and 
Delaware, where they foUow in the same steps. 
Slave-owners voting for freedom, whether with 
larger or smaller majorities, as the only means left 
them of keeping their slaves, will hardly be likely to 
give a fair trial to the experiment of freedom. 

If the tens of thousands of refugees in the camps 
need not only temporary physical aid, but more per- 
manent and sustained help in education, and all 
that is included in Christian civilization ; so ivill the 
hundreds of thousands of slaves tvho attain their freedom 
without any exodus, tvho remain on the estates of their 
former owners, and those former owners are still their 
masters. 

Thus, when the 87,000 slaves of Mar^^land were 
declared legally free, it was found '' that the great and 
sudden change in the coloured population, at once 
made manifest the need of immediate measures on 
the part of faithful Christian citizens, to meet the 
new wants of those who, long oppressed and deeply 
injured, were now placed in a position capable of 
receiving instruction and aid.''"^' An association was 



* Friends' Review, 1865, page 290. A citizen of Baltimore, in a private letter, 
written Marcli 28, 1865, says : — " The struggle to obtain the law was great 
but the work that follows is greater In a slave state . . there 
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formed at Baltimore '' for the moral and educational 
improvement of the coloured people/' and schools 
were at once projected. 

And not only in Maryland, but, also in Missouri 
and West Virginia, and in Kentucky and Delaware, 
when they become free, will this vast field for labour 
be opened. 

And if in these states where slave-owners and 
slaves remain side by side, though under the altered 
relations of masters and servants, the experiment of 
freedom is being tried under these difficult circum- 
stances, how much more difficult will it be in the 
case of North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
ThiBinost Mississippi, Texas and the unconquered portion of 
^^^^j^^ Virginia, when they come to be embraced within 
experiment the area of freedom !— when the slave-owners, not 
biy be the by their own vote but by the defeat of their arms, 
Si onir^' fi^d themselves transformed into masters of emanci- 
pated slaves ! 

The feelings of interest and sympathy with which 
we regard the course of the work in the Sea Islands 
and the Mississippi Valley, give place to feelings of 
anxiety and awe in view of the difficulties, and above 
all of the magnitude of the field which is thus opening 
before us. 

How much remains to be done, compared with 



is generally but one city of any importance, and it is therefore impossible to 
have eflfective country organizations. The planters being opposed to us, v:c 
have to do the work of the State. Our State Legislature adjourned on the 
25th inst. We were afraid we should lose the entire "Negro clause" in the 
School Bill. We saved the main features, upon which we can legally establish 

a complete system of education for our Freedmen The schools are 

to be sustained by private contributions, and such taxes as the freed negroes 
may pay into the treasury.'* The writer states that he was informed by one 
of the late slaveowners that he expected the rise in the value of land consequent 
on emancipation to reimburse him for the loss on his slaves, who were remaining 
on the estate and working for wages. 
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what has been done ! And this vast work has yet to Tb© cUffi- 
be achieved, by a nation bowed under the pressure ma^it^do 
of a national trial almost unequalled in histoiy ! ycfjo^"^^ 

How is this great work to be effected ? By a few ^^^'^'• 
Freedmen's Aid Societies? Let them* answer for 
themselves. 

" If the Freedmen's Aid Societies (wrote their joint committee 
in their, eloquent appeal to President Lincoln), generous as the 
support they have received has been, are appalled at the work 
now on their hands, sickened at their imperfect efforts to meet [its] 
necessities, what must be their alarm in facing a future, in which 
this want and misery shall be multiplied a hundred fold ? 

** It is not, Mr. President, that we are seriously in doubt as to the TLo appca 

method to be adopted with the freedmen ; for we have not been dis- ° ° 

appointed in the schemes in their favour we have already planned men's Aid 

and executed. It is onlv that these schemes are small, and must Societies 

* ^ . . . to Mr. Lin- 

continue so ; while the demand for their adoption is large beyond c^in, 

eyen our present power to meet it, and growing with prodigious 

strides every hour. It is the magnitude^ not the nature of the 

work, that appals us, and drives us to the Government for aid and 

support. We have found the freedman easy to manage, beyond 

even our best hopes — ^-illing and able to fight as a soldier, willing 

and able to work as a labourer, willing and able to learn as a pupil : 

docile, patient, affectionate, grateful . . . and with an average 

mental capacity above the ordinary estimates of it. Wc have no 

doubts of the aptitude of the slave for freedom under any fair 

circumstances. But we see that his circumstances must inevitably 

be unfair under the best arrangements the Government can make, 

and that, independently of a great and paternal care on the part of 

the Government, they will be so bad as to wring cries of shame and 

indignation from the civilized world, dishearten the friends and 

advocates of emancipation at home, and give a new vitality to 

the disloyal suggestions of the slaveholders allies in the North and 

w est). . . . » w 

** We ask, then, your interposition with Congress, recommending 
the immediate creation of a Bureau of Emancipation, charged with 
the study of plans and the execution of measures for easing, guiding, 
and in every way judiciously and humanely aiding the passage of 
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our emancipated and yet to be emancipated blacks from their old 

condition of forced labour to their new state of voluntary industry. 

** The success of the measure would depend largely upon the 

person placed at the head of the bureau. Moses himself required 

heavenly wisdom to guide the ancient people out of Egyptian 

bondage. The nation's official guide of the freedmen through their 

wilderness, certainly would need a wisdom, a purity, a vigour, and 

a humanity as great as is ever vouchsafed to merely human instru- 

Lettor of inents. Tlie piety, the sense, the humanity of the Ameiican 

the Freed- peojile, will ask for nothing short of the most consummate ability, 

Societies ^^^^ purest integrity, the broadest and tenderest humanity, the most 

to Presi- profound economical and political wisdom, at the head of a bureau, 

coki ^ which, if it is created, more than any other, will be the birth of our 

Washing- Christian civilization, the object of the gratitude, the support, the 

ton, D.C., watchful attention, and the earnest prayers of the nation." 

Since this earnest appeal was written the Freed- 
men' s Inquiiy Commission, previously appointed, 
Report of havo given in then- final report."' In this report they 
men'I L^-^ have reviewed the histoiy of slavery and traced its 
qniryCom. inevitable results. They have firmly condemned the 

miBBion. •' , ^ , •' 

system, and declared their opinion that ''its utter 
eradication is the sole condition of permanent peace in 
the United States.'' They have combated the popular 
prejudices of the North against emancipation. They 
have shown that, so far from its result being likely 
to be the inundation of the North with negroes, 
the negi-o shows no tendency to move northward, 
except for fi-eedom, and that the most probable result 
of freedom in the South will be the emigration of 
the free negroes of the North into the Southern States. 
They have shown that the mixture of the two races 
has been the result of the crimes of the slave- 



"■ Report of the Secretary of War communicating in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 26th of May, 1864, a copy of the preliminary 
report, and also of the final Report of the Ameiican Freedmen's Inquiry 
Commission. 
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owners, and not of tlio wishes of the elaveB — that 
"facts seem to indicate that, with the abolition of 
slavery, the eases of intenuaryiage between the white 
ami coloured raees, so far from increasiiig, trill diminish." 
They have argued that the freed-m&n. should be 
treated at once as any other /rcfi-man, that though 
they -will need temporary aid, "the essential thing 
is to secure to tliem the means of making their own 
way;" and, finally, they have urged that "if, like 
tchites, they are to he self-sup2}orling, then, like whites, 
ffeei/ ought to have those rights, civil and political, mthout 
lokich they are hit lahouring as a man labours with his 
hands hound." 

The prayer of the Freedmen's Aid Societies for a 
"Bureau of Emancipation " has been conceded, and 
eveiy recent act of the Federal Government has shown 
that its honest intention is to discharge its duty to 
the negro, andfo treat him as a free man. Not even the 
assassination of Mr. Liucohi will be likely to alter 
what has now become its settled policy. 



Meanwhile, as we viriie. the end of the war seems The criais 
to draw nearer and nearer, and with it the beginning o/^h^m 
the great 7vorh of emancipation on the large scale ii-hich 5';*'*°'^™"'! 
must then assume. And both the Government, and, 
for the most part, the people of the Northern States bou. go- 
too, now not only fully recognize how vast is the 00^'^^"!]^ 
work which is opening before "them, but are nervina: '" -America 

" are Btnving 

themselves up to meet its requirements. The Freed- to meet its 
men's Aid Societies in America are banding them- ST' 
selves together to meet, with imited strength, the 
increased claims of the futm-e. They have already 
800 teachers in the field ! 
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Bii- And if it be so — if the facts here stated, we trust 

r to ""^ without exaggeration, lead irresistibly to the con- 

To the elusion that the crisis of emancipation has indeed 

^- come: — then, to recur to the point from which we 

started, it sitrehj is impossible that ice, Englishmen^ can 

long stand by unconcerned spectators, as though we did 

not care about the freedom of these slaves, ivhose bondage, 

to so large an extent, has been the inherited result of the 

tvrong done by Britain to their fathers. Our country 

having once had so large a share in their enslavement, is 

there, indeed, nothing now that we can do in helping 

to mitigate the trials of their '^ middle passage '' ovi of 

slavery ? 

And yet again, if these facts bring home to us, 
not alone the success of the experiment of emancipa- 
tion, whenever fmrly tried, but also the magnitude and 
difjiculty of the icork xvhich has yet to be done, can we 
withhold our heai-ty sympathy from that noble army 
of real workers in the cause of fi'eedom — faithful men 
and women, worthy of then* Anglo-Saxon kindred, 
who are leaving hearth and home to smooth the 
pathway of the liberated negro, and working in a 
spirit .of self-sacrifice and heroism rarely surpassed? 
Shall tee ivithhold our share of help and icords of cheer, 
ivhen ive reflect that it ivas our nation ivhich forced on 
THEIRS that evil system, which has borne such bitter fruit 
and to remove the stain of which for ever front their country 
all this toil and sacrifice is needful ? 

May History, on whose scroll her share in the 
great crime of slavery is written, at least record, that 
Britain did her duty both to the Slave and to America 
in the crisis of Emancipation ! 



Richard Baerett, Printer, 13, Mark Lane, LonJon. 
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the present great crisis iu the Historj of KiuniiinpatioD 

To (lldseiuiaate trustiTorthy informatiou, and thereby HodwvQitr to 
excito that interest which ooght to be felt in regard to tlia plijaicnl, 
moral, and religions welfare of ths Freed N^roea in America. 

Tu work ia harmuDy with the "FieEdmen'a Aid Society "of Loiidoiii 
the " Birmingham n*id Miillnnd,'* and other siuiibr Associations, in pro- 
curing incTMued coLtri but ions towards their commoa object, on sutm ii 
scale lis to make some retui'n i^ii- the noble generositf sbown by America 
to this Country, in connexion with the Irish Famine and the I.niioiiahiru 
DiattL-ss. 
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